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Applying Critical Thinking

m [dentify and evaluate premises and
conclusions in an argument;

m Acknowledge and clarify uncertainties,
vagueness, equivocation, and
contradictions;

m Distinguish between facts and values;
m Recognize and assess assumptions;

m Distinguish source reliability or
unreliability; and
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To Improve Critical Reading

m Highlight the main ideas as you read. If most
of the text is highlighted you are not reading
critically.

m Join a study group and see if your main idea
is the same as fellow group member’s.

m Try to state the main idea in your own
words.




To Improve Critical Listening

m Restate the points made in a
discussion with another student to
see if you’ve understood him or
her.

m Focus on what a speaker Is saying
and listen for key points.
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To Improve Critical Writing

® Summarize, in your own words,
what you’re going to write about.

m Put your writing away for a day
and then reread it.

m Ask yourself if you understand
the most important points?

m Ask a friend for input.




To Improve Critical Speaking

m Maintain clear and accurate logic.
m Avoid ambiguous statements.
m Listen to yourself for any personal

biases.

m Practice In front of a small group and
ask for feedback.
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m Jarity
m Precision
m Jecificity

m Adequacy

Five Traits of a
Disciplined Thinker

m Reason
m Humility
m Cour age

mintegrity
m Per sever ance

m Accuracy |-
mRelevance (g~ =
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~ mLogical

m Depth

m Completeness
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